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1855 William Daniels House The Italianate house at 29 
Four Rod Road was built around 1855 by William Daniels. Because 
Daniels was a carpenter-builder, the house’s elaborate Greek 
Revival ornamentation may have served to advertise his skill at 
carving. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 042 
1855 William Daniels current owners Linda and James Ciancimino 


Greek revival/ Italianate 


William Daniels, who built this house about 1855, was a carpenter 
(the modern term would be builder). The complex and attractive 
wooden ornamentation found in the house May well have (continued) 


19. (continued): 


served as an advertisement of his professional skill. 


Williams Daniels, a joiner (builder and carpenter), built this simple 
utilitarian structure about 1860 on land purchased from Oliver E. 

Barnes. The tall and narrow profile is typical of many plain 19th- 

century vernacular buildings. Another indication of the building's 

origins is the variable window treatments: joiner Daniels may well 

have used spare parts to construct the building. Perhaps enlarged 

from a shop, the Daniels House is significant as a well-preserved Sketch 
example of 19th-century vernacular building. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1855 current owner Linda Ciancimino 


Genealogy 
William Daniels (1818-1883) married Jane Dunham (1826-1897) in 1848. They had two children: 
William and Frank. 
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INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ANO SURROUNDINGS 
In a cluster of 19th-century houses near corner of Four Rod Road 


and Burnham Road. 
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The William Daniels House has a three-bay facade with a right entry. 
The entry is protected by a one-story flat roofed portico, supported 
on wooden columns with broad flutes and acanthus leaves at top and 
bottom, The columns rest on square molded bases with recessed 

Square panels. The portico entablature has a clapboarded architrave, 
a plain frieze, and a course of large, blocky dentils beneath the 
overhanging eaves of the molded cornice. The entry has a transom 

and sidelights. There are deeply recessed rectangular panels beneath 
the sidelights and the plain pilasters are topped by fluted, scroll- 
cut brackets. Windows are fitted with 6-over-6 sash. First-floor 
facade windows have molded caps on jigsawn brackets above a dentil 
course and wide plain-board lintels. The main cornice has a clap- 
boarded architrave, a central molding, and a flushboarded (continued) 
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UBSEQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


Architecturally, the William Daniels House is significant as an 
unusually fine and well-preserved example of Italian Villa style 
architecture. Based on the picturesque buildings of the Italian 
countryside, this style was most popular in America from about 1855 

to 1885, and is characterized by boxy massing and a flat roof; more 
ornate examples often include a cupola or tower. Earlier examples, 
such as the William Daniels House, often include a mixture of Greek 
and Italianate detailing. Here the flushboarding and dentils are 
Greek in inspiration; the round-arched windows and scroll-cut brackets 
are typical Italianate features. The ornate entry porch posts refer 
to no single classical order, but are clearly classical in inspiration. 


William Daniels, who built this house about 1855, was a carpenter 
(the modern term would be builder). The complex and attractive 
wooden ornamentation found in the house may well have (continued) 
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frieze with small rectangular windows. There is a course of large, 
blocky dentils beneath the overhanging eaves of the molded cornice. 
On the flat roof is a small flat-roofed belvedere with paired 
round-arched windows; the windows have molded surrounds and slightly 
projecting round-arched hoods. The left elevation has a small 
flat-roofed rectangular bay. A small one-story flat-roofed porch 

on the right elevation has a plain rail on square balusters and 
rectangular Italianate posts with full-height leaf and slot cutouts. 
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served as an advertisement of his professional skill. 
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